Special Edition!
Assalamu Alaykum. Welcome!
Srebrenica – Seen as the worst mass killing on European soil since WW2!
22 years ago, a Bosnian Serb general ordered the execution of 8,000 men and boys
from Srebrenica – These people were not soldiers. They were ordinary people like
all of us - this was a tragic event of mass killing!
Today I will be sharing an event that took place 22 years ago in July 1995, in a
place called Srebrenica. It is a town in Bosnia, a country in south-eastern Europe.
Srebrenica is pronounced Sreh-breh-net-sa.
You will remember that many months ago, before lockdown, we had a very special
exhibition which was set up in the library.
This exhibition was called Remembering Srebrenica. A few of you from year 9 took
part in presenting this to year 7’s and year 8’s.
This year, once again, on the 11th July it is Srebrenica memorial day,
where people from around the world will be paying tribute to the victims
of the genocide, sending a clear message to future generations to say
‘never again’ will such incidents take place!! #EveryActionMatters.

History of the Srebrenica Genocide

In the days following Srebrenica’s fall, more than
8,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys were
systematically massacred and buried in mass graves.
Thousands of women, children and elderly people
were forcibly deported.
Srebrenica was the result of a campaign of ‘ethnic
cleansing’ (the mass expulsion or killing of
members of one ethnic or religious group in an area
by those of another) used during the conflict by
Bosnian Serb forces, to achieve their aim of forming
a ‘Greater Serbia’ free from Bosnian Muslims.
Can you think of another event such as the
Bosnian genocide that took place and people
were killed because of their religion or where
they were from?
Throughout Bosnia, between 20,000 – 50,000 women
and girls suffered rape and sexual violence; a
weapon of war used to systematically ‘ethnically
cleanse’ communities and terrorise them into fleeing.

On the 11th July, the official date of remembrance
each year, we honour the victims and survivors of
the genocide, and pledge ourselves to creating a
better, stronger and more cohesive society in the
United Kingdom.
The lessons we learn from Srebrenica are that
hatred and intolerance can flourish if left
unchallenged. Even in Bosnia-Herzegovina, where
people of different faiths had lived peacefully
together for many years, an integrated society
disintegrated.
We must all understand the consequences of leaving
hatred and intolerance unchallenged. By doing this,
we give ourselves hope of illuminating the darkness
and creating a better, safer and stronger society for
all.
www.Srebrenica.org

Humanity has lived through the darkest of times,
but few events have stained our collective history
more than the Srebrenica genocide.

Every Action Matters - 2020
This year marks the 25th anniversary of the
Srebrenica genocide, the theme to mark this
anniversary is #EveryActionMatters.
The aim of this theme is to encourage
every person to reflect upon their own
behaviour and choices that we
take, and demonstrate that however
insignificant it may seem, every action
matters, whether positive or negative.
It will aim to show that those who
stand up and unite against hatred
can make a difference. It will set out
to disperse the notion that one person
cannot make a difference and show
that the action of one individual
does matter, and that we can achieve
a great deal, however small the action
may appear initially.

I pledge to:
1. I will stand up to all forms of hatred;

‘Every Action Matters’ calls upon everyone
to look back at the lessons from Srebrenica
and think forward about our individual
moral obligations to do something, no
matter how small, to make a difference.
It aims to motivate people to show people
that their actions can, and do matter, and
that we must always challenge hatred,
prejudice and genocide denial.

Relatives visit the bodies of victims of the Srebrenica massacre
waiting to be buried.
From al-Jazeera

2. When I hear the language of “us and them” I will reach out and find common ground;
3. When I hear stereotyping and scapegoating, I will find and share alternative positive stories;
4. When I see discrimination in my school or workplace I will challenge this and promote equal opportunities
for all
5. When I hear dehumanising language, I will remind the speaker of our common humanity;
6. When I see members of my own community becoming disenfranchised, I will make an effort to engage and
include them;
7. When I hear divisive propaganda, I will challenge this effectively;
8. When those who speak out against human rights abuses are in danger, I will speak out to protect them;
9. Where I see persecution, I will do everything in my power to protect those who are suffering;
10. Where I believe mass killing is taking place, I will call on my government and the international
community to take immediate action;
11. I will always challenge denial by believing the victims and sharing their stories.

The Challenge: Every Action Matters - 2020
Join in standing up to hatred and intolerance by taking part in
‘Every Action Matters Personal Challenge: 11 actions to mark 11th July 2020.’
How many can you do?

Whatever you decide to do, send us in your idea, pledge and we can feature it in
the next issue of the newsletter.
almuhsinahnews@fa.fetrust.org.uk

www.Srebrenica.org

What does Islam say about such events?

Firstly, in Islam, there is absolutely NO hatred of others. Differentiation between people
is either: that we are different races; or that we are different ethnicities; or different
colours; or that we are different nationalities, i.e. coming from different countries; or that
we follow different religions.
Apart from the last one, all other things are things we are born with, and over which you
have no control. I cannot change my mother or father; I cannot change the colour of my
skin. I cannot change my race or ethnicity. Neither can I change my country of birth or
original nationality. Who caused me to be born in this particular family, with this
particular ethnicity and colour and nationality? As Muslims, we believe it was an angel
under the command of Allah who took my soul down and placed it in the growing foetus in
my mother's womb.
O Mankind! We created you from a male and a female, and made you into
nations and tribes, so that you may know each other. Verily the most honoured
of you in the sight of God is he who is the most righteous of you. And God has
full knowledge and is well acquainted (with all things). Hujurat 49: 13)
Indeed, Allah sent Prophets to all nations that went before, to all ethnicities and colours.
How can I therefore ever hate the creation of my Creator? How can I even contemplate
hating the judgement of my Lord? If one truly loves Allah, then one must by the same
token, love His Creation, with all it's myriad of colours and races.
Secondly, we have mentioned that the religion one followed is a major choice or decision
that a person makes. It is what we do have control over. Yet this choice itself is granted to
mankind by Allah. He it is Who has given us the amazing freedom to decide what and
what not to believe. And we are NOT permitted to violate that right of the individuals.
Indeed, in Makkah, the Prophet (saw) and the early Muslims the freedom to believe, and
not be persecuted for that belief.

Thirdly, in Islam, racism and prejudice is a major
sin. The people of Bosnia are famous for their
hospitality, generosity and kindness towards each

What does Islam say about such events?

other, regardless of race, ethnicity, or religion.
People of differing beliefs had co-existed for
hundreds of years in relative peace, and it was
only because of the manipulation of politicians
stirring up hatred that his changed.
Look at the way the Prophet (saw) welcomed the
many different Sahaba into the brotherhood of
Islam with an open heart. In fact, racism and
prejudice was the first sin mentioned in the
Qu'ran - the sin of Iblees, when he said with utter
contempt and scorn: He (Iblees) said: I am better
than he is: You have created me out of fire,
whereas him You have created out of (mere)
clay!
The mass murder of Bosnian Muslims on the
doorstep of Europe highlights that it could happen
anywhere and to anyone. We and our families, our
towns and our nations, will be safe if people are
tolerant and understanding of one another. That
is why it is critically important that we continue
to remember those who were murdered and guard
against the causes of such heinous crimes. Not
only is it important that the victims of Srebrenica
be remembered on the 11th July but also that we
protect ourselves from indifference towards the
suffering of anyone who is in peril across the
world.
www.Srebrenica.org

Dip Into History - Every Action Matters

www.Srebrenica.org

A MOTHER'S LEGACY Hatidža Mehmedović
This is a picture of a mother, a woman who was born in the area
surrounding Srebrenica in 1952.
Before the genocide, she lived her entire life in Srebrenica, where she
had married her childhood friend, Abdullah, and had two sons, Azmir
and Almir.
Hatidža and Abdullah built their home in Srebrenica and lived a
simple life as a family before the war broke out and Srebrenica was
declared a UN safe area.
Read more about the life of Hatidža and what she went through in a
document called Hatidža which saved on the school SharePoint .

