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KS3 Overview
"Religion is to do right. It is to love, it is to serve, it is to think, it is to be humble."
Ralph Waldo Emerson, American Poet and Lecturer
Religious Education is taught across all Key Stages. Being a faith school means the teaching of Religious Education is very important for
the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our students. Additionally it prepares our students for the opportunities,
responsibilities and experiences of later life.
The Religious Studies curriculum encourages students to learn from different religions, beliefs, values and traditions whilst exploring their
own belief. Students are challenged to reflect on, consider, analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, faith and ethics and to
communicate their responses.
We also ensure that our curriculum enriches our students' personal development and well-being and contributes to community cohesion
by promoting mutual respect and tolerance in a diverse society. It encourages them to develop their sense of identity and belonging and
enables them to flourish individually within their communities and as citizens of the global community.
Our curriculum ensures students develop respect for and sensitivity towards others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are
different from their own. It also promotes discernment and enables students to combat prejudice.
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WHAT QUALIFICATION WILL I GET?
GCSE Religious Studies B

WHICH EXAM BOARD?
EDEXCEL

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
PAPER 1—Religion and Ethics
1hr and 45mins
102 marks worth 50% of the GCSE
Students must study all four content sections
based upon their chosen religion (Islam).
 Beliefs
 Marriage and the Family
 Living the Religious Life
 Matters of Life and Death
Paper 2—Religion, Philosophy and Social
Justice
1hr and 45mins
102 marks worth 50% of the GCSE
Students must study all four content sections
based upon their chosen religion
(Christianity).
 Beliefs
 Philosophy of Religion
 Living the Religious Life
 Equality
There is no coursework for this qualification

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES?
A-Level Religious Studies (depending on entry
requirements)

GCSE Religious Studies
OVERVIEW
GCSE Religious Studies is delivered as a full course years 10 and 11.
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to:
 develop their knowledge and understanding of religions and non-religious beliefs, such as
atheism and humanism
 develop their knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, teachings, and sources of
wisdom and authority, including through their reading of key religious texts, other texts,
and scriptures of the religions they are studying
 develop their ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and structured
written arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of understanding of the
subject
 engage with questions of belief, value, meaning, purpose, truth, and their influence on
human life
 reflect on and develop their own values, beliefs and attitudes in the light of what they
have learnt and will contribute to their preparation for adult life in a pluralistic society and
global community
 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of two religions
 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key sources of wisdom and authority
including scripture and/or sacred texts, where appropriate, which support contemporary
religious faith
 understand the influence of religion on individuals, communities and societies
 understand significant common and divergent views between and/or within religions and
beliefs
 apply knowledge and understanding in order to analyse questions related to religious
beliefs and values
 construct well-informed and balanced arguments on matters concerned with religious
beliefs and values.
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
3 A*-B grades, grade 5-9 in GCSE English
Literature and 4-9 in GCSE Maths.

WHAT QUALIFICATION WILL I GET?
A-Level Religious Studies

WHICH EXAM BOARD?
AQA

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Component 1
3 hour written exam, 100 marks, 50% of A
Level:
Section A: Philosophy of Religion – two
compulsory two-part questions, each worth
10 marks and 15 marks
Section B: Ethics and Religion – two
compulsory two-part questions, each worth
10 marks and 15 marks
In both sections, questions may span more
than one topic. In each two-part question,
the first part tests AO1 and the second part
tests AO2.

Component 2
3 hour written exam, 100 marks, 50% of A
Level:
Section A: Study of religion – two compulsory
two-part questions, each worth 10 marks and
15 marks relating to the religion chosen.
Questions may be set that span more than
one topic. In each two-part question, the first
part tests AO1 and the second part tests AO2.
Section B: The dialogue between philosophy
of religion and religion – one unstructured
synoptic question from a choice of two
(25 marks).
Section C: The dialogue between ethical
studies and religion – one unstructured
synoptic question from a choice of two
(25 marks).

A-Level Religious Studies
OVERVIEW
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at
the end of the course. There are two assessed components. Students must take
assessments in both Component 1 and Component 2 in the same exam series.

COURSE CONTENT
Component 1: Philosophy of religion and ethics
Section A—Philosophy of Religion: Arguments for the existence of God, Evil and
suffering, Religious experience, Religious language, Miracles, Self and life after
death.
Section B—Ethics and Religion: Ethical theories, Issues of human life and death,
Issues of animal life and death, Introduction to meta ethics, Free will and moral
responsibility, Conscience, Bentham and Kant.
Component 2: Study of Islam and Dialogues
Section A—Study of religion: Sources of wisdom and authority, God/gods/
ultimate reality, Self, death and the afterlife, Good conduct and key moral
principles, Expression of religious identity, Religion, gender and sexuality,
Religion and science, Religion and secularisation, Religion and religious pluralism.
Section B—The dialogue between philosophy of religion and religion: How
religion is influenced by, and has an influence on philosophy of religion in
relation to the issues studied.
Section C—The dialogue between ethical studies and religion: How religion is
influenced by, and has an influence on ethical studies in relation to the issues
studied.

