SPRING TERM NEWSLETTER 2022

Principal’s Foreword
Welcome to our spring newsletter. I hope you enjoy
reading about some of the activities our pupils and staff
have been involved in over the term.
As we recover from the effects of the pandemic, a key
focus for the summer term is to work closely with
families to improve pupil attendance. Good school
attendance is crucial for successful learning and
building a brighter future.
Is your daughter’s attendance below 95%? Have you
taken a family trip during term time?
Please take time to read the article on page 8 about the
impact of poor school attendance and what you as a
parent or carer can do to improve it.
Thank you for your continued support and wishing you
Happy Easter holidays/Ramadan Mubarak.
Mrs R. Shafquat
Key upcoming dates:
Monday 25th April – Return to school after Easter holidays
Monday 2nd May – Bank holiday
Tuesday 3rd May & Wednesday 4th May – Eid holiday
www. https://brontegirls-academy.fetrust.org.uk/
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PE

COMMUNITY

Many thanks to Sunnah Sports, who joined us to teach Bronte
pupils self-defence. Over 50 pupils attended the event where they
enjoyed learning how to keep themselves safe.
They especially enjoyed the demonstrations which involved the
teachers playing the role of an attacker!

Team Bronte Girls raised £2150 for Comic Relief. Once again
our students pulled off an amazing event, which included: food,
games, a photo booth, mocktails and even a bouncy castle.
Students and staff together had a fantastic day. A big thank you
to Mrs S. Khan for coordinating the events.
Child poverty is a very big issue with families across the
UK struggling to make ends meet. This have been further
exasperated with many smaller charities being lost or cut back
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Comic Relief has supported UK
charities to help people in the UK to live lives free from poverty
for years but this year have supported more UK organisations
and individuals than ever before, tackling homelessness,
domestic abuse, mental health stigma and other issues created
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Year 7 loved taking part in BikeAbility and are wearing their badges
with pride. The pupils took part in different levels of cycling to
improve their ability and confidence to ride independently.
Level 1: Pupils learnt about bike maintenance, stopping and starting
safely, signaling and gear control. Level 2: Pupils learnt about how
to prepare themselves to turn at a junction on the road; how to move
around parked cars and conduct themselves safely on the road.
Level 3: Pupils took part in an independent ride where they used
cycle paths and lanes to ride safely to and from school. They learnt
to understand signs and rights of way on the road.

HOORAY,
WELL DONE AND
THANK YOU!
Our pupils at Bronte Girls’ Academy have had recent success in our
friendly netball games against Feversham Girls’ Academy. Year 9s
took on their year 10 counterparts to win 3 matches and 1 draw,
scoring a fantastic 19-2 overall in goals. The success continued
with our year 8 pupils who won 1 match and drew the second
scoring 5-0 goals. Finally year 7 won both matches 7-0 goals. We
hope to continue our success with our football fixtures in May.
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This is to certify that

Bronte Girls Academy
was part of the Red Nose Day 2022 team and helped
change lives, both here in the UK and worldwide.
Signed

Sir Lenny Henry

Date

18 March 2022

Comic Relief is the operating name of Charity Projects, registered charity in England &
Wales (326568) and Scotland (SC039730) and company limited by guarantee registered in
England & Wales (01806414), registered address 89 Albert Embankment, London, SE1 7TP.

ENGLISH

RELIGIOUS
STUDIES

In Religious Studies, we have been reflecting on the life and
teachings of the Buddha, how his life and teachings are an
important model, and that Buddha is not God and is not to be
worshipped. We have explored how Buddhists do not pray but
use meditation. Stories, Buddhist Centres, and festivals have a
role in developing Buddhist beliefs, values, and traditions.

World Book Day
The English Department have worked collaboratively with the
Librarian, Ms S. Khan, to lead and celebrate reading at Bronte
Girls’ Academy. A number of events were organised around
World Book Day.
The Library was buzzing with excitement during World Book Day
with plenty of fun-filled activities to inspire the love of reading
in our pupils. All week, pupils had the opportunity to watch
‘The Masked Reader.’ Teachers read extracts of books and
their voices were distorted and faces covered. Pupils enjoyed
guessing who the masked reader was and won prizes if they
were correct. We also had many competitions leading up to the
day, the most popular one being to design the front cover of the
library leaflet, which will be published soon. The winners and
runners up were announced and given £5 vouchers to spend
towards the Scholastic book fair. The library leaders played a
huge part in preparing and running activities on both world book
day and the book fair and we are so grateful to have them as
part of our team. Staff members also dressed up as characters
from well-known books.
The pupils had fun guessing and having conversations around
the characters that staff had chosen to dress up as.
We sold over £700 worth of books with the orders still rolling
in. The school Library was bubbling with excitement and
enthusiasm around books and reading. We look forward to
bringing a bigger and better book fair next year!

We have also explored non-religious world views, such as
Secularism in contrast to Theocracy and Humanism. The
concept of the ‘good’ ‘bad and ‘choices’ beyond religion have
been introduced as well as how human/social sciences enable
us to explore the reality of religion and other worldviews.

HISTORY
Measly Middle Ages
This half term our Year 7 pupils have moved on from studying
the Crusades and have been conducting their own research on
the ordinary life of European people during the Middle Ages.
This has included pupils researching: how homes were built;
how people had fun; how religion worked, and how diseases
were treated throughout the Medieval period. Pupils have
been refining their source analysis skills and have been using
sources to analyse the claims of a Historian regarding whether
life was ‘measly’ in the Middle Ages or not. This is helping pupils
to tackle and question misconceptions about the past and form
their own opinions.

Young Bradford Poets
This term, Bronte Girls: have had the privilege of partnering
up with the renowned poetry programme the, Young Bradford
Poets, which is an inspiring programme that boosts confidence
and builds positive attitudes towards writing. Through an
educational visit to a local cultural site, the Bradford Industrial
Museum, and a school workshop from a local professional
poet, our Year 7s have developed the confidence to write and
develop their own poetry. The amazing work of our pupils will be
gathered in an anthology and a performance will be organised.
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SCIENCE
Year 7 pupils have had a fascinating STEM day on cosmetics.
All pupils have made lip balms using natural ingredients: Yellow beeswax, coconut oil and bubble-gum extract oil to take
mini tubs to take home. They have made several cross curricular links throughout the day. In history, pupils learnt about how
use of cosmetics changed over time. In Maths, pupils looked
at product costing for their lip balms linking to economics. In
Art, pupils designed their boxes with the name of their product
and finally in English, pupils planned their pitches on how to
sell their finished products. A great day and with moisturised
lips from now on!

MATHS
Decimals and Measures (Year 7)
Expressions and Equations (Year 8)
Multiplicative Reasoning and Constructions (Year 9)
Year 7 have been learning about Fractions, Decimals and
Percentages this term. Pupils secured understanding fractions
using visuals of bar models, pupils were also able to recognize
equivalent fractions and simplifying fractions. To understand
mixed and improper fractions —
 pupils used diagrams — they
were then confidently able to change improper fractions to mixed
numbers. Once pupils secured knowledge of fractions, we then
moved onto converting fractions into decimals by looking at place
value. Pupils also focused on learning about percentages by using
blocks. At the end of the unit pupils could confidently use different
strategies to calculate amounts of percentages.

GEOGRAPHY
This half term, the Geography
department has signed Bronte
Girls’ Academy up to the EcoSchools programme. This is a
pupil led program that is allowing
our pupils to design impactful
actions that can improve
the school and community
environment. As part of Step 1
of the programme, pupils are
signing up from year 7, 8 and 9
to join the BGA eco-council in
preparation for designing and
implementing actions next term.
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ART & DT
We have had a very busy term in DT with pupils working in Art
and Design, Food Technology and Textiles. In year 7 pupils have
been working on their core art skills and looked at the work of
Van Gogh and pop artist Roy Lichtenstein. For their final piece
they designed and made healthy lifestyle posters in the style
of Pop Art. Year 8 have been producing outstanding work in
‘Natural Forms and Architecture’. They started off by using
mixed media to create observational drawings of natural forms.
We the studied the works of Spanish architect Antoni Gaudi
including the cathedral Sagrada Familia and then looked at the
key features of Islamic architecture. For their final outcome they
designed and made a 3D clay candle holder/trinket bowl.
Year 9 have been working on the project of ‘Our World Landscapes’. They have designed and made clay tiles based
on the works on David Hockney. They have looked at moral,
environmental and social issues related to different regions of
the world and then focused on an issue which they strongly felt
about. The focus was messages behind art and how art can be
used to convey social issues.

Landscape clay tiles by Year 9.

We had some outstanding outcomes in which the pupils
produced mixed media collages, some of which have been
entered into the Young Artists competition. Now the pupils are
working in Textiles on a project based on ‘Growth and Decay’
in which they are looking at a range of textiles artists including
Lesley Richmond, Alke Schmidst and fashion designer Issey
Miyake.
In Food Technology Year 7 have been learning health and safety,
hygiene and core skills they need to make basic dishes. Over
the course of the term they have made fruit salad, pizza toast,
ratatouille and flap jacks.
Year 8 have been looking at Staple Foods and made pasta salad,
bread, pizza and risotto. They then worked on a project called
‘Foods around the World’ in which they selected a country and
researched their cuisine. They chose a main course dish from
their chosen country and made it independently in school.

Islamic Architecture by Year 8.

Distorted Ideologies by Yumna Nauman, Year 9.

Antoni Gaudi by Year 8.
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CITIZENSHIP
Our year 7s have been working on the First Give Programme in their
Citizenship lessons. They have been exploring various charities in
the area and have been looking at different social actions they can
take on to raise money and awareness about this charity.
The pupils are yet to enter their competition where each winning
group will go on head to head and compete to win £1000 for
their chosen charity.

FRENCH
Cher frère blanc
Y7 pupils are learning a poem by Léopold Sédar Senghor about
racism called ‘Cher frère blanc’. Some pupils are using cue cards
and some, like Noor Fatima, can recite it from memory.
Pupils have found the message of the poem powerful and it enabled
them to learn colours in meaningful and complex sentences.

This will be a whole year group event and we aim to invite
parents of the winning groups. Exciting times to come!

Gender Equality
We recently had the Anne Frank Trust in school delivering a
gender equality workshop to Year 8 pupils.

French Spelling Bees
Our Y7 French spelling bees have just entered the regional
competition, they are:

• Sumaira Khan; Alina Zeb; Noor Fatima

FOOD BANK

Well done Bronte Girls! The school achieved its target of 400
cans by 8th April. The pupils have been collecting for the Bradford
North Food bank, to help the local community in challenging
times where families are having to choose between heating
their homes and feeding their families.
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They can spell more than 10 words a minute and they have
learned 200 words already. The regional winners will be announced on 29th April. Wish them luck!

French Plays
Bravo à tous! Y7 and Y8 loved watching and taking part in the
French play performed by the Onatti Company on 6th March. It
proved so popular that the theatre company have been invited
back for another performance, on Thursday 26th May for our Y9
pupils.

EXTRA CURRICULAR
Science Week - Growth
The national theme for British Science week this year was
on Growth. Growth could be related to several issues around
science which were explored through the substantive and
disciplinary aspects of our lessons during the week. Each year
group focused on a different aspect of growth which related
to an area of the curriculum they have covered or will cover
during their academic year, so knowledge in the area could be
enhanced further. All year 7 pupils planted radish seeds and
looked at the different factors that affect plant growth. Pupils
took their plants home to nurture them at home and were
thoroughly proud of their contribution to the ecosystem. Year
8 pupils grew bacteria to identify common areas of the room
that have the most bacteria. The petri dishes were incubated
and reinforced the importance of sanitation. Year 9 pupils were
fascinated by growing crystals and seeing how atoms becoming
connected; enriched in minerals.
There was also a poster competition open to all, and we
received some fabulous entries! Year 7 pupils took the lead in
entries. Personalised prizes were awarded to the winners and
certificates to those who participated.
This was a fantastic opportunity for staff to focus on character
growth of our pupils, where we discussed their goals and inspired
them by discussing careers and inspirational people within the
field of science and beyond. We had a special guest visit from an
Allied Health Profession to speak about the different routes into
health care professions and the key characteristics needed to
embark in a career within STEM.

Anne Frank Trust
Our year 9 Pupils are taking part in the Anne Frank Trust’s
Ambassadors’ programme — the result is positive, lasting
attitudinal change. The programme educates young people
about the roots and consequences of prejudice and
discrimination, and increases their understanding of and respect
for those of different faiths, cultures and identities. As Anne
Frank Ambassadors our pupils have been trained to become
socially aware and active members of society, developing life
skills that enable them to recognise and challenge all forms
of prejudice and discrimination, and to amplify Anne Frank’s
message of social justice and equality for all. The pupils have
continued this great work and presented the exhibition to other
pupils in the school.

On the 4th February we celebrated Number Day, a charitable
event to support the NSPCC organisation in their work to
protect and help children around the country. This was a nonuniform day, with the theme ‘Dress up for Digits’.
Activities included:

•
•
•
•

Food for sale (buns, biscuits etc.)
Tombola (raffle with some amazing prizes)
Number poster competition
Fun maths activities during GST and Maths lessons.

At the end of a fun day Bronte Girls’ Academy had raised a total
of £745. Well done Team Bronte!
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Good
attendance
means...
Being in school at least 95%
of the time or 180 to 190 days

365 days in a calendar year

ATTENDANCE
175 non school days!

100%

Attendance

Best chance of SUCCESS

“Well Done!”

At Bronte Girls’ Academy punctuality and attendance is
an essential requirement for successful learning from the
time a pupil starts school as they arrive through the gate for
morning briefing at 8.20am. Every minute is a key part of the
learning journey.
There are 175 non-school days a year. This gives families the
opportunity to:

•
•
•
•
•

95%

Attendance

Spend time together
Go on family visits and days out
Go on holiday
Go shopping

90%

Attendance

85%

Attendance

Requires improvement
Less chance of success

“Worrying”

80%

Attendance

75%

Attendance

Very poor attendance
Possible Court Action!

“Serious Concern”

The law says that parents/carers whose children of compulsory
school age are absent from school without good reason are
committing an offence.
Unauthorised absence includes:

•
•
•
•
•

Arriving after the register has closed
Shopping trips
Birthday treats involving absence
Visiting relatives
Unapproved holidays

Attend routine dental or doctor’s appointments

You need to be aware that, although you may provide a reason
for absence, it is the academy which decides if the absence is
recorded as authorised or unauthorised.

If your daughter has a holiday of 1 week during term time and
10 days illness, she would miss 75 hours of education in the
academic year. If this pattern were to be repeated throughout
your daughter’s school life, she would miss almost a year of
her education.

If your daughter has an attendance record of under 85%, she is
classed a persistent absentee! Don’t be one of those that fall into
this statistic!

Pupils often find it difficult to re-engage with the curriculum
if they have missed chunks of it and find it much harder to
catch up. It is important, as parents and carers, that you think
carefully about holidays and taking extended leave. It will have
a significant impact on your daughter’s academic and social
development: every minute matters!
Wherever possible please make medical
appointments outside of school hours.

and

dental

Be Safe
Persistent absentees are statistically more likely to become
teenage parents, unemployed or homeless or to engage in petty
crime and drug abuse. Good attendees are less likely to fall into
these dangers. A persistent absentee is a child who misses on
average one day of school each week throughout the year.

The Law
The Education Act 1996 requires parents to ensure their children
of compulsory school age receive efficient full time education.
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ROAD SAFETY
The Riot Act delivered a powerful
performance to all out year 7 pupils on
the importance of road safety and the
danger of “deadly distractions” such as
mobile phones and peer pressure. Key
messages from the performance were:
“We are responsible for our own
actions” and “road safety is everyone’s
responsibility”.
The Riot Act design and deliver bespoke interventions for young
people and schools, using creativity and key behavioural change
techniques to design projects that are engaging, contemporary
and relevant. They explain a multitude of issues, promoting key
road safety, sustainable travel and air quality messages in ways
that have a real emotional and educational impact.

